
Principal’s Welcome 
One of my friends recently asked why JCS calls itself a 
community school—what makes it a community? I gave a quick 
answer and moved on to a different conversation. It was later 
when I started to think about the term community that I started to 
reflect on its meaning. 


The dictionary definition refers to a group of people living in the same place or 
having a particular characteristic in common. This can be said to be true for JCS: 
the school was born out of the need to establish an internationally styled school for 
a small number of students here in Jogjakarta. However, for a small school such as 
JCS, community means so much more. 


The partnership between students, teachers and parents in supporting the school’s 
goals and vision remains strong. Parents want to see their child enjoying learning; 
they want to see growth and development academically, socially and emotionally 
and they want their child to experience as much as they can within a stimulating, 
caring and safe environment. 


In a small school such as JCS, although we face limitations and daily operational 
challenges, the cooperation and support between all our families and the school 
provide the motivation, the will and the means to embrace these. This is the JCS 
community coming together to offer the best we can for all our children.


Take a peak inside this issue of the Newsletter and see what our children and 
families have been up to over the past few months.
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Future Events 

Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 19th April


World Scholar’s Cup 

Tuesday 30th April & 
Wednesday 1st May   
Venue - Semarang       


   
   Indonesia Week 

Monday 24th June - 
Friday 28th June




NEW MEMBERS OF THE JCS COMMUNITY 

   

       
       Gabriel                Jun Beom                            Anna                       Pak Septian    
   Pre-School 1                Pre-School 2                         Reception            
Music Teacher 

     

Biennial Parents Meeting 

The biennial parent/board meeting took place on Thursday 28th February. The Board reported back to parents 
on developments that have taken place against both the strategic plan and as shared in the Annual Report 
2018, which has been distributed to all parents. It was also the time when Board elections take place. 


Our Board is made up of external professionals who bring a wealth of experience and support, and of parents 
who are passionate about taking JCS forward in its growth and development. The work done by the Board is 
completely voluntary and the support they bring is immeasurable. Our new parent body will be represented 
by Ibu Zoe, Ibu Dias, Pak Cristi and Pak Nabil. Our external professionals are Pak Jerry, Ibu Dominique and 
Pak Rizky.
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JCS FAREWELLS 

In Reception and Year 1 Anand and Alexia 
have returned to France. We also said 
goodbye to Nora who returned to the 

Netherlands.


In Reception and Year 3 , we said goodbye to Matilda 
and Filipe who have moved to Denmark.

Science Fair  
Singapore Piaget Academy  

Our Year 5 - 11 students took part in the Science 
Fair at SPA, Solo Raya. Five JCS teams 
competed. They met up with students from 
other schools and were able to see lots of 
different scientific presentations.


Congratulations to all our students, especially to 
Portia, Jake and Nalu for winning the Viewers’ 
Choice trophy.



  EYFS NEWS 
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This term we have been learning about people who help us, such as doctors, chefs, police 
officers and farmers. It has been so exciting!  We were even lucky enough to have a visit from the 
fire department and a vet. During Jolly Phonics, we have learned more tricky words, introduced 
alternative sounds and studied the magic ‘e’.  Our EYFS children have shown an enthusiastic 
attitude towards swimming lessons and have been very excited about the swimming carnival. As 
a class, we have been working on how to take part in cooperation games as well as learning 
about teamwork and patience. It has been another fantastic and fun-filled term in EYFS.



YEARS 1 - 2 
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Year 1-2 have had another exciting action packed 
and fun-filled term. Besides preparing for our Great 
Fire of London exhibition for Morning at the 
Museum, we have been busy learning so many 
new and interesting things. From British money to 
time, from past tense to ‘tricky pasts’ - yes, that’s 
a real thing, from Samuel Pepys to writing with 
quills. The learning doesn’t stop in our class.


Oh, the things we do 
In Year 1 and Year 2 
We learn every day 
In more than one way. 



YEARS 3 - 4 
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In Year 3-4, students have been busy learning many things. In 
Science, they learned how animals adapt to their habitats, built 
homes for their pet snails, and researched the life cycle of 
dragon flies. Students have also been learning about recycling 
and they and had fun dyeing cloth bags different colours using 
natural dye and rubber bands to make patterns. In History we 
looked at life during Tudor England, learning interesting facts 
about King Henry VIII and Queen Elizabeth I. Recently, our 
students learned about how sound travels and were able to visit 
Museum Sonobudoyo to learn how sound is produced with 
each of the traditional instruments. Most importantly, the 
students have grown in confidence as they continue to learn 
new things this year. 



YEAR 5 - 6 
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Year 5-6 have had a fun packed time recently. Learning about 
industry took us to the Newspaper print works and a guest 
speaker came to help with our studies on Fair Trade. During 
Science we studied Human Biology with lots of practical 
experiments and a dissection. English and Topic combined to 
give us practise debating and writing essays with some poetry 
and a rap battle sneaked in for fun. We also created and 
displayed an in house art installation too.  We can’t wait to see 
what the rest of the year has in store for us!



SECONDARY 
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Secondary students have produced some fabulous quality work this term.  As 
our KS4 students prepare for their IGCSE examinations, KS3 students continue 
to work on their topics. Year 7 have studied energy, 
living things in their environment and acids and alkali in 
science, the Crusades in history and rivers and flooding 
in geography; Year 8 have studied electricity and 
magnetism, ecology, photosynthesis, food chains and 
food web adaptation in science and the early European 
explorers in history and all about the weather in 
geography; and Year 9 have studied forces and motion, 
disease and preventing disease biotechnology in 
science, the early European explorers in history and all 
about the weather in geography. As part of the 
combined environmental issues class the KS3 students 
planned the environmental assembly this term, have 
started cleaning up the waste around school with a 
weekly litter collection, and wrote persuasive letters to 
Garuda and Air Asia to persuade those airlines to reduce 
and recycle waste and to H&M calling for the Yogyakarta 
store to become a garment collection centre as part of the company’s textile 
recycling programme. 
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ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

The JCS Athletics Carnival was a hit once again this year. In addition to our track events, our field 
competitions included long jump, discus and the new and exciting beanbag bonanza. It was 
such a hot day and our students were pleased and excited to cool off during the house ice race 
challenge. All our students tried their hardest and showed their support for house members, 
class mates and for all students that competed. Congratulations to Sadewa who were this year’s 
event winner.
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HALLOWEEN 
Scary fun was had by all at the PTAs annual Halloween 
Extravaganza. Students and their parents were dressed 
for the occasion; some scary and some just plain fun! 
There were spooky party games, Trick or Treat and the 
Costume Parade alongside dancing and lots of fun. 
Thanks to all our wonderful organisers and helpers.


DANCE ASSEMBLY 
Our students performed dances from around 
the world as far flung as Japan, Mongolia, 
Poland and Brazil. The vibrant costumes and 
graceful routines were spectacular. A special 
thanks to Pak Ewin and to all our students for 
their hard work.



MORNING AT THE MUSEUM 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT REVIVAL 
One of JCS’s many strong points is our dedication as a whole 
school to reducing our environmental footprint and increasing 
awareness of pressing environmental issues. After six years it 
was time to revise and revamp our waste management system on 
campus. To do so, we created a new colour coded rubbish bin 
system so that paper, cardboard, plastic and general waste can 
be separated from each other—which includes now having 
multiple bins throughout the school and in each classroom.


To introduce this new waste 
separation system, Secondary 
students created a sing along 
song (complete with a karaoke 
style video) and a series of 
activities for the whole school to practice putting 
rubbish in the proper colour coded bin. Activities 
included a trash toss, blindfolded bonanza, and 
hopscotch. Additionally, each student and teacher at 
JCS made a pledge to change their own behaviour 
to become a more eco-minded individual. 


INTERSCHOOL FUTSAL 
Our Primary and Secondary students have recently taken part in some inter-school futsal 
competitions. Students have been training hard every Friday and have learned new tactics and 
skills to use in the game. During this period, they have shown significant improvements on the 
pitch. Our first match was hosted by JCS and the second match was hosted by Budi Utama. We 
are delighted to become a part of inter-school competitions and we always look forward to our 
next match.
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BOOK WEEK 
In the final week of Term 1, our students celebrated their love of 
reading during Book Week. Working in their house colours, 
students had fun with practising a poem, making a ‘Reading 
Caterpillar’ with a design of their favourite books and writing a 
‘Travelling Story”. Students worked hard to remember their lines 
and on final the day, each of the houses performed their poems 
with creativity and bravery. On the final day of term, students 
dressed up as their favourite character for the Book Week 
Parade, as well as testing their knowledge of popular books 
with a Trivia Quiz. 
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